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Alexander BERMOUS 

MIDRASH AND SOPHISM  
IN THE CONTEXT OF TRANSFORMATION SCIENTIFIC 

AND EDUCATIONAL TRADITIONS  
IN THE 21st CENTURY 

The end of the 20th century and the beginning of the 21st centu-
ry is characterized by multiple crises in most aspects of human ex-
istence, among which the education crisis is one of the most notice-
able. The usual logic of problematizing and seeking ways to 
overcome the education crisis is linked to changes in the normative-
legal and economic conditions of educational activities, and much 
less attention is paid to the ontological problems of education. In 
this regard, the first task of this study was to conceptually formulate 
a request regarding the resources and tools for overcoming the on-
tological crisis in education. In the context of studying the main 
stages and results of three decades of reforms in the field of Russian 
education, three interconnected requests have been identified: 
1) Individualization and differentiation of the content of education 
while maintaining basic value-semantic unity; 2) Ensuring the so-
cial and economic relevance of the content of education, ensuring 
its demand and feasibility; 3) Rooting the content of education in 
social and humanitarian traditions that are capable of influencing 
and transforming modern social and humanitarian practices. The 
categories of “midrash” and “sophism” emerged at roughly the 
same time (around the 5th century BCE) and represent complex 
phenomena of oral cultures that developed in the Eastern Mediter-
ranean: midrash in the context of the Jewish religious tradition, and 
sophism (as well as the syllogism that gave rise to it) in the ancient 
city-state tradition. Moreover, each of these phenomena fully corre-
sponds to the requirements listed above. 1) Reconceptualization of 
the educational attitude as a means of ensuring intergenerational 
connection and continuity; 2) Inherent duality of cultural and edu-
cational traditions in their relationship with “text” and “language” 
(to which modern culture adds “visible image”); 3) The need to 
modernize the system of educational standards based on diachronic 
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traditions and synchronic cultural-anthropological models; 4) Actu-
alization of issues and tools for ensuring dialogue and "openness" 
of traditions, identifying their contextual meanings and requests ad-
dressed by current socio-humanitarian practices; 5) Integration of 
projects, socio-educational initiatives and practices around identi-
fied scientific and educational traditions and cultural-educational 
models underlying them. 


