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SOPHISTS AND EDUCATION 
(PREFACE) 

This issue of the journal continues a series of annual thematically 
selected materials on the history of ancient pedagogical culture. Like the 
previous one, this issue includes scientific articles, which allows the 
reader to consider a wide range of opinions belonging to representatives 
of various research schools, as well as to initiate an interdisciplinary 
field for scientific discussions. 

The theme of the issue is “Sophists and Education”. The question 
of whether the sophists were unique mentors can be called eternal. The 
multitude of definitions of the sophists and their numerous typologies 
have opened and continue to open many paths for seeking answers. 
Henri-Irénée Marrou emphasized that the heterogeneity of the ideas of 
the sophists did not allow them to be united into a philosophical school, 
but allowed them to be considered solely as “teachers of a higher 
school”. Despite the fact that it is not appropriate to equate modern 
teachers with sophists, the sophist essence is inherently present in every 
teacher. Since the days of Protagoras, who famously claimed not to 
teach his students what they did not need, centuries have passed, yet the 
debate regarding the necessity of certain knowledge persists. 

The issue focuses on the activities of representatives of the first 
and second sophistics, as well as the “sophistic echo” that rolled 
through the centuries and reflected on the scientific and educational tra-
dition in the 21st century. Sophistic speeches reverberated in the trage-


