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SOPHISTS AND EDUCATION 
(PREFACE) 

This issue of the journal continues a series of annual thematically 
selected materials on the history of ancient pedagogical culture. Like the 
previous one, this issue includes scientific articles, which allows the 
reader to consider a wide range of opinions belonging to representatives 
of various research schools, as well as to initiate an interdisciplinary 
field for scientific discussions. 

The theme of the issue is “Sophists and Education”. The question 
of whether the sophists were unique mentors can be called eternal. The 
multitude of definitions of the sophists and their numerous typologies 
have opened and continue to open many paths for seeking answers. 
Henri-Irénée Marrou emphasized that the heterogeneity of the ideas of 
the sophists did not allow them to be united into a philosophical school, 
but allowed them to be considered solely as “teachers of a higher 
school”. Despite the fact that it is not appropriate to equate modern 
teachers with sophists, the sophist essence is inherently present in every 
teacher. Since the days of Protagoras, who famously claimed not to 
teach his students what they did not need, centuries have passed, yet the 
debate regarding the necessity of certain knowledge persists. 

The issue focuses on the activities of representatives of the first 
and second sophistics, as well as the “sophistic echo” that rolled 
through the centuries and reflected on the scientific and educational tra-
dition in the 21st century. Sophistic speeches reverberated in the trage-
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dies of Euripides and the comedies of Aristophanes, while sophistic 
aspects permeated the writings of Arnobius and Galen. The theme of 
sophism was important both for the Renaissance philosophical and rhe-
torical traditions and for modern times, where sophism can be seen as a 
tool for overcoming the modern ontological crisis in education. The 
issue includes a series of articles on sophists and sophistry in the educa-
tional space of the city (grant from the Russian Science Foundation, 
project No. 18–78–10001). 

To submit materials and check the theme of the next issues, as 
well as to make remarks, suggestions and comments, please contact the 
Editor-in-Chief at the following e-mail address:  
Pichugina_V@mail.ru — Victoria Pichugina. 

SOPHISTEN UND BILDUNG 
(VORWORT DER CHEFREDAKTEURIN) 

In dieser Ausgabe wird die Reihenfolge jährlicher thematischer 
Materialien zur Geschichte der alten pädagogischen Kultur fortgesetzt. 
Wie auch die vorhergehende Ausgabe enthält sie originale Forschun-
gen, die dem Leser eine breite Palette an Meinungen von Vertretern 
verschiedener wissenschaftlicher Schulen und Richtungen sowie ein 
interdisziplinäres Feld für wissenschaftliche Diskussionen präsentieren 
lassen. 

Das Thema der Ausgabe heißt «Sophisten und Bildung». Die im-
mer gleiche Frage ist, ob die Sophisten einzigartige Betreuen wären. 
Nach Antworten zu suchen, eröffneten und eröffnen die Sophisten ver-
schiedene Wege für eine Menge von Definitionen und zahlreichen Ty-
pologien. Henri-Irénée Marrou betonte den Fakt, dass die Ungleichar-
tigkeit von ihren Ideen ermöglichte es nicht, sie in eine 
Philosophenschule zusammenzufassen. Sie wurden ausschließlich als 
Hochschullehrer betrachtet. Auch wenn wir einen Hochschullehrer mit 
dem Sophisten nicht gleichsetzen dürfen, hat jeder Hochschullehrer ei-
nen Sophisten in sich selbst. Seit Protagoras behauptete, dass er keines-
falls einen Schüler zwingen wird, etwas unnötiges zu lernen, wurden 
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Jahrhunderte vergangen, aber man streit immer noch ob das eine oder 
andere Kenntnis wichtig ist.  

Diese Ausgabe konzentriert sich auf die Tätigkeit der Vertreter der 
ersten und zweiten Sophistik und auch auf den Aufschwung der Sophis-
tik durch Jahrhunderten, der eine Spur auf Wissenschaft- und Bildungs-
traditionen im XXI Jahrhundert hinterlassen hatte. Die Rede der Sophis-
tik finden wir sowie in Tragödien von Euripides und Komödien von 
Aristophanes als auch in literarischen Werken von Arnobius und Galen. 
Sophismus spielte eine große Rolle für philosophischen und rhetori-
schen Traditionen der Renaissance. Seine Rolle als Hilfsmittel zur 
Überwindung der modernen ontologischen Krise in der Bildung ist auch 
heutzutage sehr groß. Die Ausgabe enthält eine Reihe von Artikeln, die 
uns über Sophisten und Sophistik im Räume der Stadt erzählen 
(Russian Science Foundation, Projekt Nr. 18–78–10001). 

Mit allen Fragen nach der Bereitstellung von Materialien, Vorbe-
reitung weiterer Bände sowie mit Kommentaren und Vorschlägen wen-
den Sie sich bitte an die Chefredakteurin Victoria Pitschugina,  
Pichugina_V@mail.ru 

SOFISTI E EDUCAZIONE 
(PREFAZIONE REDAZIONALE) 

Il presente numero della rivista continua la serie dei materiali di 
storia della cultura della pedagogia antica che vengono scelti 
annualmente. Il presente numero, così come il precedente, riunisce 
articoli scientifici, che permettono di presenatre al lettore un ampio 
spettro di opinioni sostenute da diverse scuole e indirizzi scientifici e, 
altresì, permette di aprire un campo interdisciplinare di discussioni 
scientifiche.  

Tema del numero: “I sofisti e l’educazione”. Che i sofisti siano 
stati dei maestri eccezionali o meno è una vexata quaestio. Le plurime 
definizioni dei sofisti e le loro molteplici tipologie hanno aperto e 
continuano ad aprire numerose piste che permettono di andare in cerca 
di risposte. H.I. Marrou ha sottolineato che l’eterogeneità delle idee dei 
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sofisti non permette di riunirli in una scuola filosofica, ma di 
considerarli esclusivamente “insegnanti universitari”. Anche se gli 
insegnanti di oggi non possono essere equiparati ai sofisti, i sofisti 
inesorabilmente vivono in ogni insegnante. Sono passati molti secoli da 
quando Protagora affermava che non intendeva forzare lo studente ad 
apprendere quello che non gli è necessario, ma le dispute sulla necessità 
di queste o quelle conoscenze non si sono ancora placate.  

Il numero presta particolare attenzione all’operato dei 
rappresentanti della prima e della seconda sofistica, ed anche all’ “eco 
della sofistica” che si è propagato durante i secoli e si è riflesso nella 
tradizione scientifico-educativa del XXI secolo. Discorsi sofistici 
risuonavano nelle tragedie di Euripide e nelle commedie di Aristofane, 
elementi sofistici erno presenti nelle opere di Arnobio e di Galeno, il 
“sofismo” era un tema caro tanto alla filosofia del Rinascimento e alle 
tradizioni retoriche, quanto al mondo moderno, dove il sofismo è 
considerato uno strumento per il superamento della crisi ontologica 
nell’educazione. Il numero include una serie di articoli sui sofisti e sulla 
sofistica nell’ambiente educativo della città (Russian Science 
Foundation, progetto n. 18–78–10001). 

Per questioni riguardanti l’invio di materiali e per precisare i temi 
dei numeri seguenti, nonché per esprimere le vostre considerazioni, 
suggeriementi e commenti, vi preghiamo di rivolgervi al redattore 
generale via posta elettronica all’indirizzo: Pichugina_V@mail.ru —
Viktoria Pichughina. 
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Victoria PICHUGINA 

EDUCATION IN THE CITY 
THROUGH LAUGHTER AND TEARS 

SOPHISTIC SPEECHES 
IN EURIPIDES' “MEDEA” AND ARISTOPHANES' “CLOUDS” 

During the time of Euripides and Aristophanes, innovative peda-
gogical ideas were discussed in an equally innovative manner. The 
intellectuals of that era played a significant role in creating an ironic 
pedagogical triangle consisting of Euripides, Aristophanes, Socra-
tes, and the sophists in classical Athens. Employing tragedy and 
comedy in varying degrees, Euripides and Aristophanes drew atten-
tion to the contrast between traditional and sophistic education, por-
traying it as a complex problem that could not be easily resolved by 
an average person. A comparative historical and pedagogical analysis 
of Euripides' tragedy “Medea” and Aristophanes' comedy “Clouds” 
revealed another direction for studying the possibilities of mutual 
penetration of genres. Through the depiction of families with children 
who were divided into speakers and listeners in the spatial coordi-
nates of the city and home, Euripides and Aristophanes participated 
in the ongoing debate regarding Socrates and the sophists. Euripides 
and Aristophanes include in their works agons between the advocates 
of just (non-sophistic) and unjust (sophistic) speeches, which touch 
upon educational issues. The main characters lose in these agons and 
realize that their problems cannot be solved even when they use so-
phistic techniques. This comprehension compels them to transition 
from words to actions, resorting to criminal acts to demonstrate the 
perilous consequences of sophistic education to the polis. A simulta-
neous historical and pedagogical analysis of Euripides' tragedy “Me-
dea” and Aristophanes' comedy “Clouds” is accompanied by refer-
ences to other works of Euripides and Aristophanes, as well as by 
Plato and Xenophon, which contain explicit or implicit references to 
the teaching methods of Socrates and / or the sophists. 
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   ,    
 (G. Keibel)    (E. Rohde).   -

        . 
  Der Griechische Roman und seine Vorläufer ( -

    ),    -
   1876 ,  : “Die Zweite Sophistik überhaupt, 

in rhetorischer Beziehung, nichts eigentlich Neues gebracht, sondern 
nur die asianische Manier erneuert (…)”3.    -

:   —    -
      .  1885   

   .  Dionysios von Halikarnass und die 
Sophistik (    ),  -

1   . 
2     . . . 
3 Rhode (1914). S. 312. «     -
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,  “die Zweite Sophistik habe mit der asianischen Manier nichts 
gemein, sondern schlisse (sich) eng an die alte Sophistik an, die Plato 
bekämpfte und die Isokrates weiter ausgebildet und vertieft zu haben 
glaubte”1.    ,   ,   Die 
asianische Rhetorik und die Zweite Sophistik (    

 )  : “Die ächte alte Sophistik war 
ganz etwas Anderes, als angewandte Rhetorik, ihre jüngere 
Namensschwester ist nichts weiter als eben dies”2.  1900   -

   (U. Wilamowitz von Möllendorf), 
     Asianismus und Atticismus 

(   ),   , ,   
   :  

“So ist denn eine ununterbrochene Continuität der praktischen 
Uebung in Schule und Leben von der alten Sophistik bis in die neue 
und weit über sie hinaus. Es ist dieselbe Sophistik zur Zeit des 
Isokrates und des Hermagoras, des Molon, des Theodoros, Theon, 
Dion und Aristides…ist zugleich auch die fortlebende Sophistik des 
Isokrates, wenn man will des Gorgias und Thrasymachos (…) Also 
die Zweite Sophistik ist in dem Sinne keine festumgrenzte Periode”3. 

* * *  

1 Keibel (1885). S. 497-513. «      -
   , ,      -

,       ,   -
 ,     » (  

. — . .). 
2 Rhode (1886). S. 170. «     -  
,   ,   ,    -

 —  ,    (sc.  )» (  
. — . .). 

3 Wilamowitz von Möllendorf (1900). S. 14-15. « ,  -
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1 Flavii Philostrati Vitas Sophistarum ad quas accedunt Polemonis 
Laodicensis declamationes quae exstant due recognovit brevique adnotatione 
critica instruxit R.S. Stefec. Oxonii: E typographeo clarendoniano, 2016.  

2        -
-  (389–314 ). 
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der Sprache das attische Reich in seiner Herrlichkeit wieder 
auferstehen lassen. Die Heimat der Zweiten Sophistik waren in 
erster Linie die Städte Kleinasiens: Ephesos, Milet, Mytilene und 
Smyrna. Es ist bezeichnend für die Zweite Sophistik, dass bei aller 
Liebe zum griechischen Mutterland und bei aller Verehrung für die 
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geistigen Grössen seiner Vergangenheit, deren handschriftliche 
Erhaltung wir zumeist der Zweiten Sophistik (…) verdanken, es 
doch nicht dieses Mutterland, sondern die Randgebiete des 
griechischen Sprachgebiets sind, die den Nährboden für die Zweite 
Sophistik abgegeben haben”1.  

 :  
“Es war eine hohe städtische Kultur. Unter dem Namen Zweite 
Sophistik fasst man die griechisch schreibenden, nachchristlichen 
Schriftsteller, soweit sie nicht der Dichtung, der 
Geschichtsschreibung oder den Fachwissenschaften wie 
Mathematik, Historie, Philosophie und Medizin zuzurechnen sind, 
zusammen (…) So kann man die Zweite Sophistik kurz als eine 
Zusammenfassung der meisten nachchristlichen, aber 
nichtchristlichen Schriftsteller bezeichnen”2. 

,      -
   ,   ,  

  — ,     
  (  )    

1 Gerth (1962). S. 721. «    (…) -
         -

 .     ,      
         , 

         
 (…)     ,     

 ,       » ( -
 . — . .). 

2 Gerth (1962). S. 722. «     .  
    -   , 

 ,       , -
,   (…) ,  ,  ,  
  —      -

    » (  . — . .).  -
   ,   : -

  « »     (  
),   —  ,      

 .   ,    
   .     ( .: 

  « »), ,   . 
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    . ,  
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        -
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(   ); - ,   ,   -
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     .   

  ,     . -
,      -

      . -
        

     : ,  
     ,     -

,     .    
   ,   cultura animi.    

     humanitas.   
  ,     cultura  — 

, , ,   —  -
,    —  -

 .       . 

1 Swain (2003). 
2    ,     -

 . 
3  (1989). P. 332-342.  
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humanorum studiorum cura.   : -

  ,       . 
«   , —    1, —   

         -
    !» ( . . . ). 

,    .   
 ,     .   

       — .    
   2,       -

  :      « ».  
 ,   ,   -   

,      —  ,  .  — 
 —  .  ,  -
 ,   3, , ,  

 ,      — , 
       .   

  :    -
    .  

     ,    
 litteratura docta4.  

    .  -
 —     ( , 

)  ,    -
  - :    (310–240 .  

. .)      (295–215 .  . .).  
      -

1  .      // -
 . ., 1982. . 209. 

2     ,  -
,  .     . 
   ,    -

           
  .   « » 

      .   
3 .:  (2018), Alymova (2020).  
4    . 
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Elena ALYMOVA 

PEPAIDEUMENOS, OR WHAT DOES IT MEAN 
TO BE EDUCATED  

IN THE TIMES THE SECOND SOPHISTIC 
The article is devoted to examining the peculiarities of the phe-

nomena of education and being  educated during the so-called Se-
cond Sophistic period (1st – 3rd centuries AD). The study of the Se-
cond Sophistic as a cultural phenomenon is a relatively young area of 
academic interest, if viewed in the broader context of historical, phil-
osophical, and philological studies. The proposed research focuses on 
two aspects: firstly, the Second Sophistic as a context within which 
“education” is understood in its specificity; secondly, the figure of the 
pepaideumenos, or the educated person. The article problematizes the 
phenomenon of the Second Sophistic, presents its characteristics in 
relation to the Old Sophistic, specifically in terms of education. Both 
Old and New Sophistic are primarily phenomena of education 
(paideia). The figure of the pepaideumenos (an educated and learned 
person) is examined in the perspective of the problem of cultural 
identity that emerged at the intersection of the Greek and Roman 
worlds. A distinctive feature of the discussed phenomenon is its pro-
nounced involvement into rhetoric. The figure of pepaideumenos is 
presented, in particular, in connection with the phenomenon of 
litteratura docta (learned literature) as one of the key features of the 
Second Sophistic. The pepaideumenos, in the spirit of the Second 
Sophistic, proves to be a multifaceted figure. These facets reflect tra-
dition on the one hand and, on the other hand, tradition is reflected in 
them in a complex way, as both preserved past and preserved (or re-
producible) identity (primarily in the Greek, or more precisely, the 
Greek-speaking world), along with the dialogue between the Greek 
and Roman worlds. An essential problem addressed in the article is 
the issue of mimesis / imitatio (imitation). The Second Sophistic is a 
phenomenon of epistrophe (returning). The attitude towards the past 
is a configuration or creation of it, but at the same time — its reflec-
tion and criticism. In this perspective, the pepaideumenos appears to 
be a holder of culture, its guardian. 
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Alexey KARGALTSEV 

APOLOGIST ARNOBIUS, 
A CHRISTIAN RHETORICIAN FROM SICCA VENERIA 

The article is devoted to one of the most interesting Christian 
apologists of the turn of the 3rd and 4th centuries from the African 
city of Sicca Veneria — Arnobius. Being a pagan and a teacher of 
rhetoric, he converted to Christianity after the Great Persecution of 
Diocletian and wrote an extensive work in defense of the Christian 
faith as confirmation of his new views, known as “Seven Books 
Against the Pagans”. This Christian apology is a unique example of 
an essay composed independently of the preceding Christian tradi-
tion. Apparently, Arnobius did not have access to the texts of Sacred 
Scripture when he wrote it and could not fully rely on the works of 
preceding Christian authors. The apology is largely devoted to a sys-
tematic exposition of the critique of classical paganism, which was 
characteristic not only of ecclesiastical but also philosophical works. 
The aim of this article is to reconstruct Arnobius' worldview, based 
on which one can judge what he taught as a teacher of rhetoric at the 
beginning of the 4th century. This allows us to recreate the picture of 
the educational environment in the Roman provincial town of that 
time. Arnobius actively uses the writings of Greek and Roman au-
thors, which, as it seems, were his main teaching material. The article 
raises the question of the relationship between the rhetorical school 
and the Christian community in an ancient city. Traditionally, 
Arnobius' acquaintance with Christianity is considered from the mo-
ment of his conversion to the new faith, but the analysis of his apolo-
gy suggests that the version of Christianity he proposed was not born 
by chance and was the product of deep creative search, which allows 
us to reassess the teaching of rhetoric in provincial urban spaces. 
Moreover, it is evident that the conflict between Arnobius and the 
church initially went beyond the line of paganism-Christianity, and 
the apologist was closer to the Eastern idealistic model of church doc-
trine, which was not typical for Roman North Africa. 
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Mikhail VEDESHKIN 

EDUCATING THE SOVEREIGN 
COURT TEACHERS OF THE HEIRS OF THE ROMAN EMPERORS OF 
THE LATE 4TH CENTURY – THE FIRST HALF OF THE 5TH CENTURY 

This article is dedicated to a variety of problems related to the 
education of the heirs of the Valentinian-Theodosius dynasty. It co-
vers the biographies of the tutors of the royal children (Ausonius, 
Themistius, Arsenius, Antiochus, Anastasius, Petronius Maximus), 
evaluates the activities of the court schools, traces the transfor-
mation of the status of the tutors assigned to the heirs to the throne, 
describes the principles of their recruitment, and makes an attempt 
to reconstruct the curriculum of their schools. The conclusion is 
made that in contrast to the 1st – 3rd century A.D., the status of the 
court teacher had significantly strengthened. The educational pro-



     

146 

grams of the court schools generally repeated the curricula of the 
ordinary grammar and rhetorical schools of the Empire. The article 
argues that the teachers of the heirs, as a rule, were chosen from the 
segments of the nobility, in whose support the government was 
most interested at the time. In addition, it is noted that children of 
prominent officials and military officers were involved in the edu-
cation of future sovereigns. This practice introduced a competitive 
element into the educational process and served as a guarantee of 
the loyalty of the fathers of classmates of the heirs. 
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Irina PROLYGINA 

ON GALEN'S MEDICAL RHETORIC 

In ancient Greece, medicine was closely linked to rhetoric as it 
needed the tools to persuade the audience and logically justify the 
methods of treatment. During the imperial period, mastery of rhe-
torical techniques became an essential characteristic of education 
and belonging to the intellectual elite who highly valued improvised 
public speeches and debates, including those on scientific topics. 
Galen, as one of the brightest and most prolific writers of the 
Antonine and Severan periods, occupied a key place in this culture 
of the so-called “Second Sophistic”. However, the study of his style 
still belongs to the category of desideratum. The difficulty lies 
mainly in the fact that his compositions are extremely diverse in 
terms of their volume, genre specificity, and target audience, and in 
each case, require careful correlation of the text with its context. 
The question is considered of what modern researchers understand 
by “Second Sophistic” and what criteria determine whether a par-
ticular author belongs to this phenomenon. One of these criteria is 
paideia —  a classical school education in grammar, rhetoric, and 
philosophy, which provided many common formal features record-
ed in the writings of Greek and Roman authors of that period. And 
although Galen does not directly speak about his rhetorical educa-
tion and skeptically comments on the methods of rhetorical persua-
sion, the list of his works devoted to questions of grammar and 
rhetoric, which is preserved in his autobiographical writings, testi-
fies to his excellent mastery of the subject. On the other hand, even 
skimming of his writings points to Galen's expertise in composing 
so-called “progymnasmata” and his mastery of literary genres: nar-
ration, eulogy, invective, comparison and description, refutation, 
etc., which allowed him to become an outstanding physician, po-
lemicist, commentator, and inventor of scientific discourse. 
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Zinaida LURIE 

SOPHISTS IN HUMANISTIC AND  
REFORMATION PROPAGANDA 

The article examines the topos of sophism and its content in 
written and visual texts of the late 15th – first half of the 16th centu-
ries, primarily on the basis of dialogues and dramaturgical works, 
which occupied a special place in the urban communication of the 
Reformation period. The first half of the article gives an overview 
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of the general ideas about sophism, which were formed among hu-
manists and reformers under the strong influence of Platonic dia-
logues (Ficino, Erasmus, Luther). A positive reception of the rhetor-
ical heritage of sophism was also present in the culture of the era, 
but in general, a negative perception of the sophists was typical. 
Sophistry was opposed to true philosophy and was considered in an 
actual, anti-scholastic key. In the second part of the article, specific 
embodiments of the topic of sophism in specific works of Christian 
humanists and reformers were considered. Among them are differ-
ent dialogues and dramas: “Cordus” (1485) by Johann Kerkmeister, 
“Comedy about the good education of young men” (1501) by Hein-
rich Bebel, “Gallus pugnans” (1514) by Joachim Vadian, “Council 
of theologians” (1520) by Crotus Rubian, “Eccius dedolatus” 
(1520) by Willibald Pirckheimer, “Karstgans” and “Pammachius” 
(1538) by Thomas Naogeorg. In general, the analysis showed that 
in humanistic satire, sophists are shown as carriers of university 
scholastic culture, which is opposed to the practice of Christian pie-
ty. They were ridiculed in a rather narrow academic context. In re-
formist propaganda, the topic loses its specific content: since the 
evangelical satire was addressed to a much wider audience than 
humanistic neo-Latin texts. In these works, the theme of the univer-
sity world is only nominally stated — at the level of the character's 
social identity. And these representatives of the university, scholas-
tics and teachers, are ridiculed on more general grounds, ridiculed 
for immorality, depraved lifestyle, intellectual squalor. 
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Astine OVSEPYAN 

SOPHISTRY IN THE WRITINGS  
OF MIGUEL DE UNAMUNO 

BETWEEN POLITICS AND PEDAGOGY 

The article explores the legacy of Miguel de Unamuno, one of 
the most prominent Spanish intellectuals of the late 19th and early 
20th centuries. Unamuno was known not only as a writer, but also 
as a philosopher, philologist, journalist, playwright, social activist, 
and educator with unique and innovative ideas for his time. The focus 
is on his statements about the activity of the sophists, literary and rhe-
torical sophistry, as well as the sophistical concept of education in 
general. The key question is who the sophists were for Unamuno: 
wise men working for the benefit of the city or verbal craftsmen cre-
ating an educational danger for the citizens? In his essay “On Conse-
quence and Sincerity”, where he discusses philosophical issues, 
Unamuno turns to the sphere of sophistical activity. He believed that 
there is a danger of becoming dependent on some authority (some-
times false) both in education and politics. Students, like voters, are 
made to believe in someone else's truth, so is there not a sophist in-
side the teacher and politician? Unamuno supports his point of view 
with an example of a man who hated politics but fell in love with the 
doctrines presented by his teacher. In his essay “The Exploitation of 
the Intelligent”, where Unamuno reflects on deceivers, he argues that 
a sophist may win in foolish verbal tournaments but not in calm and 
thorough written discussions. Based on his corpus of philosophical 
and pedagogical essays, one can conclude that Unamuno had an am-
biguous attitude towards the sophists and sophistical education. By 
saying that he always saw a sophist in the depths of every dogmatist 
and a dogmatist in the depths of every sophist, Unamuno asserts that 
if he had to choose, he would undoubtedly choose a sophist. It is dif-
ficult to classify Miguel de Unamuno as either an opponent or a sup-
porter of the sophists; rather, he sympathizes with them, using their 
activities to construct his arguments, which sometimes resemble so-
phistic ones. 
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Alexander BERMOUS 

MIDRASH AND SOPHISM  
IN THE CONTEXT OF TRANSFORMATION SCIENTIFIC 

AND EDUCATIONAL TRADITIONS  
IN THE 21st CENTURY 

The end of the 20th century and the beginning of the 21st centu-
ry is characterized by multiple crises in most aspects of human ex-
istence, among which the education crisis is one of the most notice-
able. The usual logic of problematizing and seeking ways to 
overcome the education crisis is linked to changes in the normative-
legal and economic conditions of educational activities, and much 
less attention is paid to the ontological problems of education. In 
this regard, the first task of this study was to conceptually formulate 
a request regarding the resources and tools for overcoming the on-
tological crisis in education. In the context of studying the main 
stages and results of three decades of reforms in the field of Russian 
education, three interconnected requests have been identified: 
1) Individualization and differentiation of the content of education 
while maintaining basic value-semantic unity; 2) Ensuring the so-
cial and economic relevance of the content of education, ensuring 
its demand and feasibility; 3) Rooting the content of education in 
social and humanitarian traditions that are capable of influencing 
and transforming modern social and humanitarian practices. The 
categories of “midrash” and “sophism” emerged at roughly the 
same time (around the 5th century BCE) and represent complex 
phenomena of oral cultures that developed in the Eastern Mediter-
ranean: midrash in the context of the Jewish religious tradition, and 
sophism (as well as the syllogism that gave rise to it) in the ancient 
city-state tradition. Moreover, each of these phenomena fully corre-
sponds to the requirements listed above. 1) Reconceptualization of 
the educational attitude as a means of ensuring intergenerational 
connection and continuity; 2) Inherent duality of cultural and edu-
cational traditions in their relationship with “text” and “language” 
(to which modern culture adds “visible image”); 3) The need to 
modernize the system of educational standards based on diachronic 
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traditions and synchronic cultural-anthropological models; 4) Actu-
alization of issues and tools for ensuring dialogue and "openness" 
of traditions, identifying their contextual meanings and requests ad-
dressed by current socio-humanitarian practices; 5) Integration of 
projects, socio-educational initiatives and practices around identi-
fied scientific and educational traditions and cultural-educational 
models underlying them. 
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